Minutes
Chilmark Board of Selectmen

February 19th 2008
Public Present:
Riggs Parker, Warren Doty, Frank Fenner, Tim Carroll, Jonathan Revere, Martina Mastromonaco, Jane Slater, Melanie Becker, Alec Gale, Carol Grant, Julia Rappaport, Max McCreery, Pam Bunker, BMCS Steve Barr, Kristen Maloney,

Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM

Public Hearing opened on the following amendments to the Beach Regulations:
1. Set $85 fee for all Lucy Vincent Beach stickers eliminating the $65 for 7 days or less.

2. Raise sticker transfer fee to $25 for the first and $15 for the second to the same vehicle.

3. Charging $100 fee for all catered events at town beaches.
The Beach Committee also asked how the Selectmen and public felt about them selling t-shirts from the sticker office and moving the sale of stickers to Lucy Vincent Beach in September.

There were no public comments.  Mrs. Bunker reported that the Beach Committee was working on the sale of stickers at the beach in late September so as to avoid the cost of staffing the Sticker Office through the end of the month.  
Mr. Parker questioned how the person at the gate would verify who could get a sticker.  Mrs. Mastromonaco said that they would use a printed list.  Mr. Fenner suggested accepting checks only as a way to eliminate cash at the beach.  There was discussion and it was agreed that it was possible for the Receptionist to issue stickers from a printed list for the Beach Department during the last two weeks of September.
Mr. Doty said that the Selectmen would focus on the first three items tonight.  It was agreed that the Beach Committee and Mr. Carroll would work on the other procedure changes.  Mr. Doty closed the public hearing at 7:45 PM.

Mr. Fenner moved and Mr. Parker seconded a motion to change have one fee for Lucy Vincent Beach stickers of $85, to eliminate the under seven day pass, to increase the Transfer fee to $25 for the first and $15 for each additional if it is back to the same vehicle, and to charge a $100 permit fee for catered events on town beaches.  SO VOTED:  Three Ayes.


Mr. Doty said that the T-shirt sales and late season sticker sales will have to be discussed again another time.  Mr. Fenner said that any t-shirts would have to look different from the staff.  Mrs. Bunker said the committee was just brainstorming ways to reduce the $30,000 shortfall in their budget.  Mr. Parker said that if anyone thought that people wearing these t-shirts were town employees, the town could have liability for there actions.  Kristen Maloney suggested having a reprint of the actual beach sticker on the t-shirts.

Minutes

The Minutes of February 5th 2008 were approved as corrected.

USCG Peaked Hill RESCUE 21 Tower

The Selectmen have received a request from the US Coast Guard for permission to erect a 100 foot monopole on top of Peaked Hill to replace the approximately 40 foot guyed tower currently serving the site.  The new monopole would be topped with a 12 foot directional antenna and a lighting rod.


There was a site meeting this past summer, at which time the Selectmen told the USCG that they would need to make a presentation to the voters and voted at a town meeting.  The USCG has submitted a number of site drawings and preliminary plans.


Mr. Carroll reported that the USCG project manager agreed to all the changes he had forwarded to the USCG after reviewing the current drawings with Selectmen and stakeholders.

Senior Chief Boatswain’s Mate Steve Barr, Officer-In-Charge of Station Menemsha, appeared before the board to address the local use of RESCUE 21.  He told the Selectmen how it would save time locating a distress signal and being able to tell if a call was a hoax.  Harbor Master Dennis Jason told the Selectmen that the Harbor Department supports this request and that it would save lives.

Mr. Doty said he was opposed to this project.  He said that the town had put in an ugly installation on Peaked Hill in the middle of conservation lands.  He said that this was by vote of the town meeting, but that it required the violation of a Conservation Restriction.  Mr. Doty objected to the chain link fence that was erected without the town’s prior knowledge.  He said that he did not support a 113 foot tower in this special place.

Mr. Parker said that this was a matter of public safety, not beauty.  He said that the town is encouraging commercial fishermen to use our harbor.  These commercial fishermen and yachtsmen could need this tower for their safety.  He said he was not in favor of using the tower for cellular telephone service.


Mr. Fenner asked how long it would take to construct and what the overlap might be for the two facilities.  He also asked how the existing tower would be removed.


Mr. Fenner moved and Mr. Parker seconded a motion to submit this request to the voters at Annual Town Meeting.  SO VOTED:  Two Ayes One Nay.


Mr. Parker said that the handout for the ATM would need to include this.  Mr. Carroll asked if this would be a public hearing before the ATM and the Selectmen said they would hold a public hearing.  Mr. Doty would like to see what other options are possible besides a 113 foot tower on Peaked Hill.  Mr. Carroll asked how the article should be worded since the next Selectmen’s meeting would be to approve the final warrant.  Mr. Doty said he wanted to postpone final wording.

Parking Clerk

Carol Grant came before the board.  She told the Selectmen that the state law had changed and local parking ticket fines could be raised.  The Selectmen discussed some scenarios with Ms. Grant.  Mr. Doty said that the issue was to control illegal parking and not generate revenue.  Mr. Parker said that the Board should meet with Chief Rich and hear his input on any increases.  Mr. Fenner asked Ms. Grant for the number of tickets issued last year.
OPEB (Other Post Employment Benefits) GASB 45

Melanie Becker came before the Selectmen asking for their support for the island to seek special legislation to allow the Dukes County Retirement Board to establish a permissive trust fund for OPEB liability which will be open to the member units of the DCRB system.  Mr. Parker moved and Mr. Fenner seconded a motion to cosponsor such special legislation.  SO VOTED:  Three Ayes.  Mr. Parker asked to see the language once drafted.

Menemsha

Mr. Doty announced that the board had received letters from Carl Flanders, Karsten Larsen and Alec Gale regarding bulkhead lot 3A currently leased to Carl Flanders.  He said these would be referred to the Park & Recreation Committee.

Mr. Doty said that the letter from Carl Flanders requested that he be allowed to give up the bulkhead lot and be issued the lease for the creek lot held by his late father, Robert N. Flanders.  The creek lots are under the control of the Selectmen.  
Mr. Fenner moved and Mr. Parker seconded a motion to award a lease for creek lot number 12 to Carl Flanders.  SO VOTED: Three Ayes.
Jane Slater requested the Selectmen send these letters to the Park & Recreation Committee for review and action.  The Selectmen agreed.

Alec Gale was asked to be present tonight by the Harbor Department.  He told the Selectmen he needed a telephone, facsimile machine and copier to do his fish buying in Menemsha.  He said that communicating with his wholesale buyer at the end of the day was important to his business.

There was discussion of how using the fish house owned by Louis Larsen would make the fish buying operation better.  Mr. Gale asked if he could trailer in a building to use during the two months he was buying fish.  He told the Selectmen that he had bought a new larger boat with more room for ice storage this summer.  It was the 55 foot former F/V Kevin and Wayne.  Mr. Doty said this request should be sent to the Park & Recreation Committee.


Mr. Doty said that Brent Bandi had offered to help with cleanup around certain town lots if the town allowed him to use the roll-off for the trash.  Mr. Fenner moved and Mr. Parker seconded a motion to allow the use of the town roll off to clean up certain lots this winter and to remind Mr. Bandi that metals and other materials could not go into the roll-off.  SO VOTED:  Three Ayes.


Mr. Parker moved and Mr. Fenner seconded a motion to request a written opinion from Town Counsel on the legality of commercial use and profit from our town mooring permits addressing the Inspector General’s published opinions on this issue in 2006 & 2007 relating to Chatham and Harwich, as well as the statues and regulations referenced to in these opinions.  

Mr. Fenner said he was reluctantly seconding this, as it was the only thing the board could do.  Mr. Doty disagreed and said that this was not the only thing the board could do.  He listed some possible alternatives.  Mr. Parker disagreed with Mr. Doty.

Mr. Doty said that since he had joined the board the involvement of legal counsel in policy debates has increased three fold.  He asked his fellow members what the board needed counsel to advise them on.

Mr. Fenner said that he thought the situation was fine as it is and doesn’t want it to change.  However, Mr. Fenner said he supports Mr. Parker’s right to ask for a legal opinion if he thinks we might be doing something wrong.
SO VOTED:  Two Ayes and One Nay (Doty).  Mr. Doty will call Town Counsel and advise him of this vote.

Distributed Antenna System

The Selectmen amended paragraph number three to have the towns pre-approve any financial obligation.  Mr. Fenner moved and Mr. Parker seconded a motion to authorize the chairman to sign a Memorandum Of Understanding with the Towns of Aquinnah and West Tisbury to pursue the issuance of a RFP to build and operate a DAS up island to provide cellular telephone coverage.  SO VOTED:  Three Ayes.


Mr. Fenner asked if we would need any funding for the RFP.  Mr. Carroll estimated $10,000.  Mr. Parker said Aquinnah should be consulted.
MV Boys & Girls Club

Mr. Fenner moved and Mr. Parker seconded a motion to authorize the Chairman to sign a letter of permission for the Tour of Martha’s Vineyard bike race.  SO VOTED:  Three Ayes.

Pamela Bunker

Mrs. Bunker asked the Selectmen to sign a subordination agreement to allow her to refinance the family home that was built on a Youth Lot.  It was discussed that the ten year restriction on the property should have lapsed in 2006.

Mr. Fenner moved and Mr. Parker seconded a motion to authorize the chairman to sign the subordination document and for Town Counsel to pursue a release document as soon as possible.  SO VOTED:  Three Ayes.

Nabs Corner

The Selectmen will be traveling to the State House in Boston Wednesday morning to testify before the Committee on Local Affairs in support of the Home Rule petition to swap land to create Nabs Corner Affordable Housing.

Middle Line Road

Mr. Parker moved and Mr. Fenner seconded a motion to authorize the chairman to negotiate and sign an amendment to the historical survey to include the proposed roadway over the Emin and Jaksa lots.  SO VOTED:  Three Ayes.

Mr. Doty announced that the Board would go into Executive Session to discuss the acquisition of Real Property and not return to regular session.

Mr. Fenner – Aye
Mr. Parker – Aye
Mr. Doty – Aye 

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM

APPROVED:  March 4th 2008

