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We have reviewed the Town of Chilmark's damage claim. Regrettable, the claim is denied 
pursuant to the Federal Tort Claims Act, 28 U.S.C. §§ 2671-2680 and the Code ofFederal 
Regulations, 28 C.F.R. Part 14; and 33 C.F.R. Part 25. 

The information indicates that the fire began on the drive-on pier, quickly spreading to a nearby 
structure, access piers and moored boats. The investigation into this incident could not determine 
the cause of the fire that damaged the Town's property. Hence, because the claimed damages were 
not caused by the U.S. Coast Guard's negligence, the claim is not payable. 

If the Town of Chilmark wishes to pursue the matter, you may commence an action in the 
appropriate United States District Court not later than six months after the date of mailing of this 
notice. Or, prior to commencing an action, you may file a written request for reconsideration of this 
decision. The request should include the legal or factual grounds supporting the relief requested 
and must be filed with this office within six months after the date of mailing of this notice. 
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Attorney 
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