CHILMARK MOORING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 20070723 

PRESENT:   Frank Fenner, Alex Preston, Dennis Jason, 

ALSO PRESENT:   Richard Steves, Virginia Jones

Meeting convened at 0915

Dennis asked “How does the recent BOS decision [to reinstate a slip for Robin Smith] affect the mooring list and the annual process of non-renewal of mooring permits for people who are delinquent or who fail to respond by the January 15th cut off date?   Dennis feels that there should be a mechanism that deals with this so that people have adequate warning, but he is not clear on how this should be done.

Frank suggested that there are two situations:   1. the current situation which is that there are a number of aggrieved former mooring permit holders and 2.  how we move forward, and adjust the policy so that everything is clear and clean.

Dennis:   How do we change the Chilmark Waterways Rules and Regulations (CWRR)…can the MAC actually change, or does this go through the BOS?  There was a consensus of the committee that this must go through the Public Hearing process, advice must be received from Town Counsel and the process is under the jurisdiction of the BOS.

Frank:   Current situation is that a number of people have not had their permits renewed;  Alex concerned that we are not sure who is actually aggrieved.   Dennis commented that the BOS action was viewed as an amnesty procedure.   Frank replied that he does not view it as an amnesty process, and he has no wish to throw out all the good work.   He feels that if people have made their complaints known to the HM then they are aggrieved.

Dennis listed the following names:   Russell & Elizabeth Fenty, Glen Holmes, Gary Stuber, Charles Furlong, Edward Rabe and William Watson as folks who have complained to him.

Alex:  Others have complained to him;  he feels that there are enough discrepancies to illustrate that there are real problems with the system.

Frank and Dennis:   We know that 200 mooring permits is an arbitrary number but it works for many reasons.

Frank:  handed out a page draft of suggestions for how the CWRR could be revised, amended and/or clarified.   He particularly wishes to plug the loophole about grandfathered businesses…we have to have a mechanism that extinguishes the grandfathered rights at the death of the person so grandfathered.  

2.

Dennis explained that there is a perception that there is an unfair advantage for some folks;  it is considered to be a “misappropriation of commonly owned resources”.

With reference back to the CWRR, Frank would like to tie various parts such as the grandfathered businesses, into a drop dead cut off date.   Alex agreed.   He commented that he has no problems with penalties, and feels that the BOS will have to initiate any changes, hold public hearings and shepherd the process through to a vote.

Ginny brought up the issue of accepting official communications by e-mail and that we have had problems in the past.   Dennis concurred, and that we need to have some back up documents.

Frank is concerned about use of the public landing by dinghies and the possible abuse.   He suggested different permits for boats, moorings and dinghies so that there is a way to track what dinghies belong to legally permitted mooring holders.   It is generally agreed that there is a need to monitor and control the parking situation.   

Dennis recommended:   that we follow up on the applications sent out on November 15th via the current process, with a registered letter on the 15th (or next business day if Town Hall is closed) of January in the following year.  The mooring permit holder would be allowed an additional period of time to renew their mooring permit application, for $100 fee plus a $100 penalty.    They would be advised that their response, either by personally delivered completed application to Town Hall or by registered mail must be received in Town Hall on or before the 31st of January (or the next business day if Town Hall is closed).   After that their permit application would be considered not renewed and that mooring permit offered to the next person on the waiting list. 

The committee agreed to recommend that the BOS begin the process, subject to a confirmatory vote to be taken at a subsequent committee vote on the 6th of August, 2007.

Dennis further recommended that the committee review Frank’s draft in conjunction with the CWRR and make recommendations at the next meeting.

Dennis moved to recommend reinstating the mooring permits for Gary Stuber, Charlie Furlong, Glen Holmes, and William Watson.  This was seconded by Alex.  Further investigation revealed that Mr. Watson’s permit was not renewed in 2006 and the motion was amended to include Stuber, Holmes and Furlong.   This was MSV with Frank Fenner abstaining.

Minutes of May 4, 2007 and May 26, 2007 were MSV with Frank abstaining.

Adjourned 1045.

Respectfully submitted

Virginia C. Jones

