Massachusetts Agricultural Energy Grant Program
(Ag-Energy)
Contact: Gerry Palano - Gerald.Palano@state.ma.us – 617.626.1706


The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) Agricultural Energy Grant Program (Ag Energy) is a competitive program that funds agricultural energy projects in an effort to improve energy efficiency and to facilitate adoption of alternative clean energy technologies by Massachusetts farms in order that farms can become more sustainable and the Commonwealth can maximize the environmental and economic benefits from these technologies. Reimbursement grants of up to $30,000 are available.  The application period for FY 2011 has now closed. 

In FY2011, for the first time, MDAR solicited proposals for both the AEEP and Ag-Energy Program during the same timeframe. As AEEP has considered and accepted energy related projects in the past.  AEEP will continue to consider for funding energy related projects which as well significantly improve water quality, conserve water or reduce local, i.e., on-site, greenhouse gas emissions. Please refer to the AEEP RFR for eligible projects. Ag-Energy will consider all other energy related projects. Applicants CANNOT apply to and receive funding from both programs for the same project but must select the appropriate program based on the RFR information provided for each program.

This is the third consecutive year of funding for the Ag Energy program. $375,000 has been funded in the first two years and FY2011 will have $475,000 of available funding for energy projects. Though all farm related energy efficiency and renewable energy projects that meet Ag-Energy Program requirements will be considered, project priority types vary from year to year. An example of FY2011 project priorities are: 

	Category One:
	Energy Efficiency: To include any conventional energy efficiency technology project with high priority placed on projects that employ the following technologies:

	Dairy Energy Efficiency 
	· Dairy plate coolers and refrigeration heat recovery water tanks. 

· New replacement variable speed drive vacuum pumps 

· Replacement high efficiency refrigeration equipment 

	Greenhouse/Nurseries 
	· Thermal blankets 

· Roof venting modifications to eliminate mechanical ventilation needs 

· Efficient heating distribution modifications – e.g. bench/soil in combination with staged control 

· Electronic controls 

	Higher Efficiency Advanced Low Emissions Indoor Furnaces or Boilers
	· Condensing type, central or unit heater utilizing conventional fuels 

· Maple sap evaporator wood furnaces 

	Other Technologies
	· Walk-in cooler, high efficiency refrigeration, optimally with heat recovery 

· Reverse Osmosis equipment for maple sugaring operations 

· Process heat recovery 

· Energy Efficiency Technologies advancing urban food gardens 

	 

	Category Two:
	Renewable Clean Energy Technologies: To include any proven technology with high priority placed on projects employing the following: 

	All Sectors
	 

· Photovoltaics 

· Wind 

· Solar Thermal 

· Geothermal 

· Bio-fuel crops for those shown to be grown on marginal soils or used in crop rotation 

· Bio-fuel Production provided demonstration of all federal, state and local process permits and approvals are identified and will be provided as part of the project installation, including but not limited to product pre- and post- storage, hazardous materials, and process effluents 

· High Efficiency Advanced Gasification Biomass thermal boilers or furnaces intended for indoor use only utilizing wood pellets, wood chips or kernel corn, meeting all current federal, state and/or local construction, emission and efficiency standards, and regulations. 

· Advanced biomass (gasification) Outdoor Wood Boilers (OWB), meeting all current federal, state and/or local construction, emission and efficiency standards, and regulations. Requirements that must be met include a demonstration that the OWB system will: 

· meet the local Board of Health requirements 

· installed and certified under Mass Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) regulations 310 CMR 7.26 (50) through (54) found at http://www.mass.gov/dep/air/laws/regulati.htm#owb 

· The MA DEP certified OWB equipment is listed at: http://www.mass.gov/dep/air/community/certohh.htm 

· Renewable Technologies advancing urban food gardens 


Please see RFR for application and more details.

