CEMETERY
Cemetery Commission

___________

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the

Residents of the Town of Chilmark:
In 2014, there were nineteen burials at the Abel’s Hill Cemetery, which included four casket burials and fifteen urns, as compared with last year’s eighteen burials.  Seven full lots and two half lots were leased during the year. The corresponding prior year numbers were five full lots and two half lots.

During the fall Brian Kennedy and his team from the Trial Courts Community Service Program provided greatly appreciated assistance in raking leaves and removing downed limbs throughout the cemetery.
With voter-approved CPA funds and agreement of the Historical Commission, thirty five of the oldest gravestones were treated to prevent damage from water seeping into cracks along the top edge, freezing the and cracking the stone.  Additional work is planned for 2015.

It is important to recognize that despite the existence of some undeveloped land to the west of the cemetery, there is a finite limit to the number of lots that will be available for the Town’s use.  Providing additional land for the future should be an important part of Chilmark’s long-term planning.
Finally, the Commissioners would like to express their thanks to Jennifer Morgan, Superintendent, for supervising and maintaining the cemetery, to Don Sexton for his conscientious mowing and  particularly to Jennifer Christy who takes care of all the work of maintaining the cemetery records.





Respectfully submitted,






John Flender, Chair





Wesley Cottle





Rodney Bunker
