COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the Residents of Chilmark:

The Committee had a very busy 2014.  It held nine meetings and two public hearings to consider or develop plans in the areas of Affordable Housing, Historic Preservation, Open Space Preservation and Parks and Recreation.  We were pleased to receive $141,695 from the Commonwealth in matching funds for fiscal year 2014.  This represented a matching level of 66 percent of 2014 Community Preservation Act (CPA) tax revenue.  It is also higher than the state average matching rate and reflects the facts that Chilmark was the thirteenth town to adopt the legislation and maintain the maximum 3 percent surcharge.  Since adopting the CPA in April 2001Chilmark has raised over $4.1 million of combined Town collected tax revenue and state matching funds.  
Over the past year voters have approved appropriations for Affordable Housing rental assistance, Island Housing Trust apartments in Vineyard Haven and Nab’s Corner Homesite Housing Lots development.  In the area of Parks & Recreation funds were appropriated for the Town’s Squibnocket Beach project and Historic Preservation funds were appropriated for Town Hall renovations.

This year we are recommending for voter consideration two appropriations one of which is an island-wide initiative.  In the area of Historic Preservation we are recommending the following article:  the Cemetery Commission’s request for $3,500 to restore the remaining slate gravestones from the 1700’s and 1800’s in Abel’s Hill Cemetery.  We are also recommending a Parks & Recreation request for $33,390 of CPA funds as Chilmark’s share of the estimated cost to re-build the High School running track.  A fund raising group has a two-year plan to raise approximately $600,000 for the project.  This year they are seeking 50 % of that amount in CPA funding from all six island Towns.

The Historical Commission also oversees the voter-approved CPA Historic Preservation appropriation to restore the historic stone walls along Chilmark’s public ways.  In 2014 two stone walls along South Road and one on Middle Road were restored for all to see and enjoy. 

As always, it has been a pleasure to serve you and we encourage and welcome your input and suggestions for additional CPA-funded projects in historic or open space preservation, parks and recreation or affordable housing.
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