	2014 Menemsha Comfort Station and Refuse Report
Submitted by Seth Karlinsky, Owner Smith Property Care



Comfort Stations:

Comfort station usage remained steady through the November 14th closure. Heavier usage was seen during the Presidential visit. Replaced both Men and Women’s faucets with touchless faucet’s to reduce wear and transmitting of germs. Replaced soap dispensers with touchless soap dispensers to reduce wear and transmitting of germs. Replaced broken water meter with a new in house water meter. Replaced leaking backflow preventer. Replaced Men’s handicap toilet with new power assist toilet to reduce backups and lower water consumption. Do to the large amount of usage and taxation on the plumbing system it has been suggested that port-o-potties be placed at the front of the beach. This would reduce amount of traffic, wear and tear and water usage on comfort stations. The consensus of the local businesses is in favor of this idea. 

Repairs to docks and any others Menemsha related projects under the supervision of the Harbor Master:

A few boards and ramps have been replaced or fixed. There are new stairs and railings in front of the Texaco gas station. 

Vandalism /Graffiti /Criminal Activity:

There was minor marker drawings and etchings throughout the season they have been cleaned up or painted over.

Trash:
The 2014 season various trash in front of the Chilmark transfer station and home trash left in barrels throughout the season. The barrels on the beach and near the boats were sometimes completely empty and still there was trash left outside of them.  The special “movie night” shown on Menemsha beach created an additional source of refuse causing extra town resources to be used. 
Collection of Recycling:

About 10, 000 gallons or 5 tons of glass, plastic, paper and aluminum have been recycled. This has been a steady number for the past 4 years. 
Collection of Waste Oil:

35 gallons of waste oil has been collected after the season had closed. The harbor master has been informed and will enforce stronger measures to handle the waste oil and the individuals responsible for leaving near the harbor. 
Water Usage: 

Water usage remained the same as previous years. There was 28, 620 gallons used during the 2014 season.  

Recommendations:
· After 10+ years of active heavy use, the comfort station building should be gutted and redesigned with water and energy efficient fixtures. 

· Showers stalls should be condensed in order to accommodate another stall for the women’s room and waterless urinals for the men’s side. 

· Anti-vandal dispensers and partitions would be highly recommended. 

· Do to the large amount of usage and taxation on the plumbing system it has been suggested that port-o-potties be placed at the front of the beach. This would reduce amount of traffic, wear and tear and water usage on comfort stations. The consensus of the local businesses is in favor of this idea. 
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