
Chilmark Planning Board

________________
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
and Residents of the Town of Chilmark:

The Planning Board began 2013 with the presentation of proposed zoning bylaws, to define Detached Bedrooms and to restrict residential living area based on lot acreage, to the Board of Selectmen. The Planning Board voted to submit the proposed zoning bylaws to the Board of Selectmen on February 11, 2013 and the Board of Selectmen signed the Annual Town Meeting warrant on March 26, 2013 with the proposed zoning bylaws appearing as Articles 31 & 32. The Planning Board continued its work with the proposed zoning bylaws by hosting a public forum on March 27, 2013 at the Chilmark Public Library. On April 28, 2013, the town voted to adopt the new zoning bylaws.

The Planning Board wishes to again thank Joan Malkin for her volunteer service, in 2013, as a member of the Planning Board Subcommittee. She contributed her valuable knowledge, throughout the year, towards the refinement of the proposed zoning bylaws. At the completion of the bylaw work, in April, Andy Goldman resigned from the Planning Board subcommittee. The Planning Board wishes to thank Andy for his valuable contributions to the work of the subcommittee during the recent zoning bylaw development.

Pertaining to subdivisions in 2013, the Planning Board was busy with the submission of seven (7) Approval Not Required (ANR) plans; all were endorsed. The Planning Board also reviewed six (6) Form C Subdivision plans; all were approved. The Planning Board reviewed two Chapter 91 applications and also released two lots on two separate subdivisions.

The Board oversees two subcommittees: the Trails and Byways Committee and the Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee. 

The Trails and Byways committee is co-chaired by Jim Feiner and Todd Christy. Any private landowner who would like to discuss a trail placement on his/her property or who has an interest in being a member of the committee is encouraged to contact the Planning Board.
The Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee, chaired by Wendy Weldon, serves as an advisory committee to The Chilmark Planning Board. In monitoring Squibnocket Pond and its watershed, the Committee is concerned with the nitrogen levels, the increased growth of invasive species, the water quality and the water usage in the overlay district.  Preserving the spawning grounds for the herring and other alewives as well as preserving the habitat for the oyster population are ongoing focuses of our committee. 
The Committee is looking forward to the results of the Massachusetts Estuary Project’s study of Squibnocket Pond, promised to be completed in the fall of 2014. The MEP’s recommendations will help guide the Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee in its management of one of Chilmark’s most beautiful ponds.
In late 2013, Chairperson Catherine Thompson resigned from the Planning Board. The Board wishes to thank Ms. Thompson for her competent & diligent work during the last three busy years on the Planning Board. 

Planning Board member Richard Osnoss became the Chairperson in late 2013.

Everyone is welcome to attend the Planning Board's meetings, which are held on the second and fourth Monday of the month at 4:30 p.m. in the Selectmen's Meeting Room.  If you are unable to attend, please visit the town website at www.chilmarkma.gov for the latest meeting minutes and calendar of events.






Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                RICHARD OSNOSS, Chair
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