COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the Residents of Chilmark:

In 2013 the Committee thanked Janet Weidner for her leadership as Chairman for the past several years and appointed Jane Slater to take the helm moving forward.

During 2013 the Committee held four meetings and one public hearing to consider or develop plans in the areas of Affordable Housing, Historic Preservation, Open Space Preservation and Parks and Recreation.  We were pleased to receive $198,425 from the Commonwealth in matching funds for fiscal year 2013.  This represented a matching level of 100 percent of 2013 Community Preservation Act (CPA) tax revenue.  This is higher than the state average matching rate and reflects the facts that Chilmark was the thirteenth town to adopt the legislation and maintain the maximum 3 percent surcharge.  Since adopting the CPA in April 2001Chilmark has raised over $3.7 million of combined Town collected tax revenue and state matching funds.  
This year we are recommending for voter consideration several appropriations many of which are island-wide initiatives.  In the area of Historic Preservation we are recommending the following articles:  the Cemetery Commission’s request for $3,500 to restore 35 slate gravestones from the 1700’s and 1800’s in Abel’s Hill Cemetery; a request for $100,000 to help fund the preservation of the historic Mayhew-Mitchell-Hancock house -- circa 1655 – that is located on Quansoo Farm and owned by the Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation; a request for $51,854 as Chilmark’s share to help fund the relocation of the historic Gay Head Lighthouse; the County Commissioner’s request for $5,847 as Chilmark’s share of the costs to upgrade the electrical system in the historic County Courthouse in Edgartown; and a $31,512 request from the MV Museum as Chilmark’s share of the cost to build a slate roof and repair the chimneys on the  Marine Museum in Vineyard Haven that was built in 1895.  This recommendation has a condition that requires the Museum to repay all Chilmark CPA funds that may be appropriated for this project if the property is sold before April 28, 2024.  We are also recommending the Selectmen’s request for $410,000 of CPA Open Space Preservation funds to pay for a new, 99-year lease that expands the Town’s Squibnocket Beach shoreline and provide space to relocate the parking area.  Lastly, we are recommending the Island Housing Trust’s request for $65,000 of CPA Affordable Housing funds to help reduce the mortgage principal and subsequent interest payments for the acquisition of the six affordable apartments located on 14 Village Court in Vineyard Haven.  Eligible Chilmark tenants will be given preference points for one of the six apartments.   
The Historical Commission also oversees the voter-approved CPA Historic Preservation appropriation to restore the historic stone walls along Chilmark’s public ways.  In 2013 three stone walls along Middle Road were restored for all to see and enjoy. 

As always, it has been a pleasure to serve you and we encourage and welcome your input and suggestions for additional CPA-funded projects in historic or open space preservation, parks and recreation or affordable housing.
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