HOUSING COMMITTEE 

Affordable Housing Needs Assessment

2013 saw the completion of the Martha’s Vineyard Affordable Housing Needs Assessment study, which was funded by all six towns and the Martha’s Vineyard Commission. The study notes the wide “affordability gap” between average wages and average housing costs on Martha’s Vineyard, which is higher in Chilmark than in any other town.  In addition, the study notes that the greatest housing need is for rentals at lower income levels, and for housing units for smaller, one to two-person households.

These findings inform the efforts of the Chilmark Housing Committee to contribute to an important comprehensive Planning Board review of Chilmark Zoning Bylaws. The Housing Committee is developing innovative options such as allowances for affordable accessory apartments inside Chilmark single-family homes or in accessory structures such as barns or garages.  These apartments would be available for family or affordable rentals, which would, for example, enable seniors to move in with family caretakers, or provide a decent living space for a live-in caretaker or companion for seniors living independently. We plan to have a draft Accessory Apartment Bylaw completed in time for the Special Town Meeting in the fall of 2014.  Please contact the town hall housing staff if you may be interested in this option.

Middle Line Road Rental Units

The six rental apartments at Middle Line Road are managed by the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority according to a formula adopted by the Board of Selectmen which is designed to allow affordable rentals at various income levels.  Rental income generated under this formula will cover the costs of operation and maintenance of the units, and pay off the debt incurred by the Town to build the units in under 60 years.  Any surplus rental income will be dedicated to developing additional affordable housing options for Chilmark through the Molly Flender Affordable Housing Trust.

Molly Flender Affordable Housing Trust
The Trust was established by Town Meeting vote in 2010 in order to receive funds and land donations to benefit affordable housing efforts in Chilmark.  Members of the Trust include: Andrew Goldman (Chair), Jessica Roddy (Vice Chair), William Rossi (Board of Selectmen representative), Bruce Golden (Finance Committee representative) and Janet Weidner (Planning Board representative).  The Trust is designed to be able to respond quickly and flexibly when opportunities for additional, much-needed affordable housing opportunities present themselves.
Looking Forward to 2014
2014 promises to be an exciting and eventful year for affordable housing efforts in Chilmark.  Residents who would like to be involved in any of the initiatives described above are strongly encouraged to contact the Housing office at (508)645-2105, or to attend Housing Committee meetings, which are held on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm at the Chilmark Town Hall.
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