CHILMARK HISTORICAL COMMISSION
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen

And the Residents of the Town of Chilmark:
The Chilmark Historical Commission meets regularly on the third Tuesday of each month at Town Hall to oversee the Town’s historic resources.  The seven member board has had a busy year with new and ongoing projects.

Last August the Commission hosted a special “Chilmark History Week” with two guest speakers at the Library.  Kai Nalenz of Gravestone Services of New England gave a fascinating talk about the ancient gravestones of New England – including those at the Abel’s Hill Cemetery.  The following morning he hosted a field trip to the cemetery to demonstrate the delicate steps for restoring and preserving these rare gravestones.  We also hosted a presentation done by Bruce Clouette on the history of the Barn House on South Road in Chilmark.  The Barn House is the first historic resource in the Town that is listed in the National Registry of Historic Places.

This past year the Board of Selectmen, Farm Committee and the Land Bank Advisory Committee evaluated 13 detailed plans and proposals for continuing to use the Tea Lane Farm for local farming and to renovate the 250-year old historic Tea Lane Farmhouse.  The selected recipient was Krishana Collins who is well on her way with executing her plans.  The Historical Commission will work with Krishana and the Board of Selectmen to ensure the farmhouse is renovated in a way that preserves its architectural integrity.  We will also work with the Selectmen and oversee the $100,000 Community Preservation Act Historic Preservation appropriation that was approved by Town voters to help renovate the farmhouse.
The Commission also reviewed the renovation plans for the historic Hammett-Eisold house c. 1762 and the early 19 century Crandon Look-Henry Look-Harris house – historic resources # 23 and # 78 in the Town’s Master Plan.

Our program for restoring Chilmark’s historic stone walls along public ways is proceeding nicely.  We hope to clear and restore three sections of stone wall along Middle Road this winter.  The Commission also honored Michael VanValkenburgh in appreciation of his hard work in organizing the restoration of so many stone walls along South Road.  His name will join the others on our plaque in Town Hall.

We thank everyone who has contributed pictures and historical materials to our collection in    Town Hall.
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