CONSERVATION COMMISSION

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the residents of Chilmark:

The Town and Conservation Commission saw two of its long-time Commissioners retire from service—Chairman Richard Steves and Commissioner Dick Smith.  Over their many years of service both made sure the Town’s natural resources were protected and the Town’s Wetland Protection Bylaws were applied properly while helping Town residents with projects that are within the Commission’s jurisdiction.  We also lost the keen insight and objectivity of Commissioners Donald Poole and Caitlin Jones who decided to step down from serving on the Commission to create more time for their personal endeavors.  Please join us in thanking Richard, Dick, Donald and Caitlin for their many contributions. 
The Commission was pleased to welcome the addition of Joan Malkin as a Commissioner and Candy Shweder as an Associate Commissioner this past year.  Both care deeply about the Commission’s purpose and protecting Chilmark’s water resources and have already made significant contributions.  We look forward to their continued insights and sound judgments.

During 2012 we met at least twice a month to act on applications or to conduct site inspections.  The Commission also visits each site to understand exactly what’s being proposed the day before an application is heard.  The Commission reviewed 33 Notices of Intent (dealing with activities which by definition have a high probability of affecting a resource area) and 14 Requests for Determination of Applicability (dealing with activities to define the resource area or determine if the proposed activity would impact the area and require a Notice of Intent).  We also issued 4 Certificates of Compliance indicating these finished projects met all of the conditions set forth by the Commission.  Three Emergency Certifications were issued for time sensitive emergency repairs that needed to be performed to stabilize a possible threat to public safety and a resource.  One revised Conservation Restriction was approved by the Commission which will preserve Chilmark’s open space and forever protect nearly 5 acres of privately-owned land from future development.  And lastly, one Enforcement Order with violation fines was issued by the Commission.  
The majority of the applications were for clearing or construction within the buffer zone of a resource area (i.e. coastal pond, coastal dune, stream, wetland etc.).  Approvals were given when the resource area was not adversely impacted.   
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