CONSERVATION COMMISSION

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the residents of Chilmark:

The Commission would like to dedicate this year’s report to Rusty Walton our long-time friend, colleague and Conservation Officer.  We sadly lost Rusty on August 3rd to cancer.
Rusty loved everything that makes Chilmark the special place we call home.  He cherished the land, water, plants, animals and most especially “his Chilmark Pond”.  As our Conservation Officer Rusty tirelessly protected Chilmark’s ponds, wetlands, streams, rare plants and habitat for endangered wildlife.  He cheerfully worked with anyone who asked for help in delineating a wetland or trying to figure out how to protect the natural resources on their property.  Rusty was most happy in the woods with his machete and blue wetland tape.  He was described as going into places that rabbits won’t go.

Approximately 29 percent of Chilmark is permanently protected as open space and an estimated    36 percent is developed.  About 21 percent of Chilmark are wetlands and 100-foot wetland buffer zones.  It is also estimated that over 49 percent of Chilmark is potential habitat for endangered species and wildlife.  Rusty’s hand is paramount and most evident in the Town’s Wetland Protection Bylaws.  His keen eye for obscure details or “quibbles” as he called them kept our Bylaw focused and effective in protecting these resources.    

The next time you’re hiking in the woods and come across a pond with all of its natural beauty may we suggest taking an extra moment to appreciate its place in Chilmark?  Then thank Rusty for his hard work and dedication to preserving it for all of us to enjoy now…and forever.
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