Board of Health

In 2010, the Board of Health took on exciting new challenges in the area of agriculture and local food production: we issued a pasteurization permit to Mermaid Farm and Dairy, thereby enabling the local production of fresh yoghurt and cheeses on the farm, and we worked closely with the Massachusetts Department of Public Health to ensure safe and efficient slaughter of chickens on Chilmark farms with the Mobile Poultry Processing Trailer managed by the Island Grown Initiative.
In the coming year, we hope to make progress in bringing more local food to Island Schools, and participate in the development of an on-Island, USDA-approved slaughter facility for livestock and wildlife.

Together with other Island Boards of Health, we also initiated a major program to address control and management of tick-borne disease vectors on Martha’s Vineyard.  Through a major, multi-year grant awarded by the Martha’s Vineyard Hospital, Island health agents will seek to mitigate this public health problem.
The Board urges you to take the necessary precautions against exposure to tick-borne diseases including avoidance of dense brush during the months of greatest tick activity, ongoing tick-checks following possible exposure and wearing of light-colored protective clothing.
Mosquitoes also pose a threat to public health: diseases such as West Nile Virus and Eastern Equine Encephalitis can be carried by mosquitoes on the eastern seaboard, and Martha’s Vineyard is probably no exception.  So take precautions: avoid mosquito-prone areas during hours of greatest mosquito activity (dawn and dusk), use mosquito repellant when spending time outdoors, and maintain screens on your windows and doors.
Our ongoing responsibilities include, but are not limited to: monitoring the installation, upgrade and repair of septic systems; ensuring the safety of drinking water at the Chilmark Community Center; monitoring beach- and pond-water quality at public bathing beaches; and conducting food establishment inspections.  
Public Health Nursing Through a contract with the Vineyard Nursing Association (VNA), the Board supports home health visits and nursing consultations by public health nurse.  Chilmarkers who feel they could benefit from discussing their health concerns with a nurse are encouraged to make an appointment for the monthly Town Nursing Consultations at the Chilmark Town Hall.  We also hold a monthly blood pressure walk-in clinic from 12:30-1:30pm every third Wednesday at the Chilmark Library. Call Laura Murphy at the VNA for more information at: (508)693-6184, ext.7132.
Chilmark solid waste transfer station The Board of Health manages solid waste disposal for the Town through a contract with the Martha’s Vineyard Refuse Disposal and Resource Recovery District (MVRD).  The Chilmark Local Drop-Off is located on Tabor House Road. Hours of operation are Wednesday 8am-5pm (4pm winter) and Sunday 1pm to 5pm (4pm winter). During the summer, dump stickers can be purchased daily at the Beach Sticker office in the Chilmark Town Hall, 8am to noon, or at the LDO year ‘round.  Otherwise, dump stickers are available at the MVRD off the West Tisbury / Edgartown Road in Edgartown.  
Hazardous waste should be brought to the MVRD on the 3rd Saturday in May, July, August and October, from 9am to 12 noon, for proper disposal.
Statistics:   In 2010, the Board of Health issued:
· 113 Septic Pump-out Permits;  
· 49 Sewage Treatment and Disposal System Construction Permits; 
· 31 Food Establishment Permits, including:  10 Temporary Food Events; 6 Restaurants; 6 Retail Stores; 5 Residential Kitchens; 3 B&Bs; 1 Caterer;

· 14 Septic Installer’s Permits; 
· 10 Tent Permits; 
· 8 Well Permits;  
· 6  Septic Hauler’s Permits; 
· 6 Bathing Beach Permits;
· 5 Burial Permits;

· 3 Tobacco Permits; 
· 2 Recreational Camps for Children

· 1 Milk Pasteurization Permit;
· 1 Frozen Dessert Permit.

The Board would like to extend gratitude to Alan Wilder, the Public Water System Operator for the Chilmark School, and Kent Healy, who monitors and maintains the hard-working septic system of the Menemsha Bath House.

For further information, please feel free to call Marina Lent at (508)645-2105, or drop by Town Hall between the hours of 9am to 2pm, Monday through Friday.
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