2010 Town report

While we continued to provide traditional services at a record pace in 2010, it was also a year of embracing new technology at the library. We launched a new website that, for the first time, includes access to the entire library catalog online. Our patrons can now search for titles and request renewals and reserves from home. www.chilmarklibrary.org 
We also began the Chilmark Deaf Heritage digital archive in 2010 with financial assistance from the Friends of the Chilmark Public Library. This is an archive of documents, photographs, publications, and audio and video clips pertaining to the deaf community that flourished in Chilmark in centuries past and made significant contributions to sign language and deaf culture around the world. The materials are available from our website. We encourage residents who may have additional material pertaining to our historic deaf community to contact us. 

The technology upgrades will continue in the coming year as well. We received a $15,000 grant in December for the purchase of new computers and software for patron use and new programming and education to help our patrons get more from their online experience. Planning for the new equipment and programming is underway and will be available soon.

We’re happy to report that in FY 2010 our library once again had the highest circulation per capita in the entire Commonwealth of Massachusetts. And this year, Hennen's American Public Library Ratings, a national library rating service, ranked us one of the top ten libraries in the country in communities with population under 1,000. This state and national recognition is a real honor and we thank our patrons for their continued support.

Attendance at our adult and youth programs increased more than seven percent in 2010. Total attendance for the year was nearly 6,000. The popular adult summer lecture series featured a widely diverse range of topics including politics, anthropology, national security, cooking, art, literature, geophysics, ecology, maritime history and fisheries management. In the off-season there were family movies on Fridays nights, chowder luncheons during the day, knitting groups, dog trainers, gardening tips, cooking lessons and more. Youth programs included our service to the Chilmark School students on Mondays, Tuesday and Saturday story hours, Wednesday crafts, Saturday teen groups, visits from storybook characters and the summer reading kickoff.

Library Friends: The Friends of the Chilmark Public Library continue to provide exceptional support to the library and our patrons. Their contributions touch every area of library service, from our book collection, adult and youth programs, historic preservation, new technology needs and landscaping. In the past year they contributed funds for the development of a new library website as well as the hardware and software needed to put the library catalog online. In addition to supporting our adult and youth programs, holding a book sale every winter, and supporting the Offseason Library Café, they pay for landscaping and purchase our home, health, travel, and local history books. President Susan Murphy and this lively, dedicated group also staff several on-going evening programs, including a knitting group and a family film series. New members are always welcome.

Library Volunteers: We are fortunate to have the support of some dedicated and hardworking volunteers. Lillian Kellman delights our young patrons throughout the year with her stories. Susan Murphy runs our Thursday night knitting group. Maxine Stevens does our monthly book displays. Happy Spongberg is working on inventory this winter. Liz Lewenberg brings flowers from her garden to beautify the front desk from spring to fall. Norman Freed delivers books to home-bound patrons. Summer resident Sidney Field helped out with shelving during July and August. Joan Poole-Nash provided support for the Chilmark Deaf Heritage project. Their contributions are invaluable. We always have new projects in the works and would love to hear from more residents who have a few hours a month to volunteer at the library.

Library Staff: Library Director Ebba Hierta is in her 5th year of service. Assistant Director/Youth Services Librarian Kristin Maloney is in her 20th year. Assistant Librarian Irene Tewksbury is in her 3rd year. Library Assistant Judy Mueller is in her 6th year.

Library Statistics – calendar year 2010:




Collection

Circulation

Adult Books

       16,745

      18,456

Youth Books

         8,953 

      14,382

Audio/Visual

         6,063

      26,847

Periodicals


784

        2,766

Public Computers

    8

        2,158

Total


       32,553

      64,609
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