
Chilmark Planning Board

________________
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
and Residents of the Town of Chilmark:


The Planning Board lost a long standing member with the passing of Rusty Walton in 2010.  Rusty served on the Planning Board for many years .  The Board relied on Rusty’s extensive knowledge of the town of Chilmark and our by-laws, and the perspective that he gained from serving the Town of Chilmark in many capacities over the years. We will miss Rusty’s guidance, common sense advice and unique sense of humor.

This past year, the Planning Board was busy with the submission of Five Approval Not Required (ANR) plans; three were approved. The Planning Board also reviewed two Form C Subdivision plans both of which were approved, including one creating a youth lot. The Planning Board also approved one lot release and reviewed five road modifications.

The Planning Board has been working to revise the existing Chilmark by-law that deals with the approval process for, and the use of, wind turbines. We held a series of discussions to address the topic, inviting input from the public. We developed draft by-law modifications with a goal of having the revised wind turbine by-law on the warrant for the annual town meeting in April 2010.  However, based upon input received from members of other town boards and the public at our final public hearing, the Planning Board decided to create a sub-committee to study the many issues related to wind turbines and decide how the Town should proceed in this fast moving technology of alternative energy. The sub-committee continues to meet and hopes to have a proposed revised wind turbine by-law in the near future.  

The Planning Board has been drafting a revised Pool/Tennis Court bylaw that would better define the criteria for a Special permit issued by the Zoning Board of Appeals. This bylaw will be presented to the town for approval at the Annual Town meeting.

The Board oversees two subcommittees: the Trails and Byways Committee and the Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee. The Trails and Byways committee, chaired by Jim Feiner, had a relatively quiet year. The Committee is very excited to begin again with regular meetings and encourage those interested to participate. Any private landowner who would like to discuss a trail placement on his/her property or with an interest in being a member of the committee is encouraged to contact the Planning Board.

The Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee serves as an advisory committee to The Chilmark Planning Board. In monitoring Squibnocket Pond and its watershed, the Committee is concerned with the nitrogen levels, the increased growth of invasive species, the water quality and the water usage in the overlay district.  The phragmites expansion at the east and south sides of the pond has triggered the beginning of serious on going discussions as to how to eradicate them.  

An anonymous donor has underwritten the mapping of the phragmites in Squibnocket Pond.  The new GPS map shows the size of the phragmites stands. The GIS map identifies the property ownership where the phragmites is growing. These maps allow the Squibnocket Pond committee to begin implementing actual management and potential eradication of the phragmites. The Chilmark Town Bylaws prohibit the use of herbicides in Squibnocket Pond so the Committee is reviewing alternative methods to slow their growth. 


The Committee is looking forward to the results of the Massachusetts Estuary Project’s study of Squibnocket Pond. Although there have been scheduling delays, the Committee is expecting the study to occur in the near future. The MEP’s recommendations will guide the Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee in its management of one of Chilmark’s most beautiful ponds.

The Planning Board was pleased to welcome Cathy Thompson as our newest board member in October.  Cathy’s commitment to the town of Chilmark, coupled with her enthusiasm and energy, will ensure that she will be a valuable contributing member of the Planning Board.  


Everyone is welcome to attend the Planning Board's meetings, which are held on the second and fourth Monday of the month at 4:30 p.m. in the Selectmen's Meeting Room.  If you are unable to attend, please visit the town website at www.ci.chilmark.ma.us for the latest meeting minutes, calendar of events and Master Plan updates.






Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                 JANET WEIDNER, Chair
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