
Warrant For Special Town Meeting 
With Explanations from the Executive Secretary & 

Fincom Recommendations 
 

December 7th 2009 A.D. 
 
Article 1.  To see if the Town will vote to petition the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to enact 
special legislation authorizing the Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School District Committee to sell, convey, 
exchange, transfer, lease for an unlimited period of years, or otherwise dispose of the parcel of land and the buildings 
thereon located at 4 Pine Street, Vineyard Haven, Massachusetts, in such manner and under such terms and 
conditions as the Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School District Committee shall deem appropriate, and to exempt 
such sale, conveyance, exchange, transfer, lease or other disposal from the state public bidding statutes, 
notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the contrary; or to act in any other manner in  relation 
thereto. 
 This article was approved by the other island towns at their Annual Town Meetings last spring. Chilmark waited for a 
commitment from the Superintendent of Schools that before the building was sold or otherwise disposed of that the six 
towns would be consulted and their permission sought.  The Superintendent told the Selectmen that he had no intention 
of hiring more staff once he had room to house them. 

Recommended by the Finance Advisory Committee 
4 Ayes – 0 Nays – 3 Not present. 

 
Article 2.  To see if the town will vote to appropriate the sum of two million dollars ($2,000,000.00), to be expended 
by the town, for constructing three rental duplex buildings at Middle Line Road, including the payment of costs 
incidental and related thereto; and to meet this appropriation by authorizing the Treasurer to borrow, with the 
permission of the Selectmen, a sum of $1,400,000.00, and appropriate the sum of $600,000.00 from the Community 
Preservation Funds as follows: Budgeted Reserve: $180,000, Housing Reserve: $25,000, Undesignated Reserve 
$224,000, and FY2010 Estimated Undesignated Reserve $171,000, or to take any other action relative thereto. 
This article will allow the Selectmen to build three rental duplexes at Middle Line Road and to borrow $1,400,000 for the 
project.  Please see the buff colored handout “MIDDLE LINE ROAD COMMUNITY HOUSING PROGRAM” and dated December 
7, 2009.   If this article is approved tonight, the Annual Town Meeting will be asked to adopt an Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund pursuant to Chapter 44 section 55C to handle the financial details of this program.      

Recommended by the Finance Advisory Committee 
5 Ayes –  0 Nays – 2 Not present. 

 
Article 3.  To see if the town will vote to appropriate from available funds in the treasury the sum of $143.79 to pay 
MHQ, Inc. for a vehicle repair bill of a prior fiscal year. 
This article will be amended to $173.05.  The bill was for work done to repair a U joint on the 2005 police cruiser when it 
went off island for transmission repairs in May.  The bill was not received by the Police Department until this Fall.  As a 
“bill of a prior fiscal year” it must be approved by a 9/10th vote. 

Recommended by the Finance Advisory Committee 
4 Ayes –  0 Nays – 3 Not present. 

 
Article 4.  To see if the town will vote to appropriate from available funds in the treasury the sum of $3,500.00 to 
fund repairs to the Old Menemsha School and shed, or to take any action relative thereto. 
This article would replace the front corner boards (faux pillars) on the gable end facing the road, repair two window 
sills and the door on the shed. 

Recommended by the Finance Advisory Committee 
4 Ayes –  0 Nays – 3 Not present. 

 
Article 5.  To see if the town will vote to appropriate from available funds in the treasury the sum of $8,400.00 to 
fund repairs to the Community Center, or to take any action relative thereto. 
This article replaces three (of the remaining seven single pane) windows in the “office”, and replaces sidewall shingles, 
trim and 41 feet of gutter.  The section is where the electrical hookup attaches to the building. 

Recommended by the Finance Advisory Committee 
4 Ayes –  0 Nays –  3 Not present. 



 
Article 6.  To see if the town will vote to appropriate from available funds in the treasury the sum of $22,000.00 
to resurface and repair the parking lot at the Community Center, or to take any action relative thereto. 
This article would repave the 30 year old parking lot and repair the damage done to the edge of the parking lot since 
bus service began using the lot. 

Not Recommended by the Finance Advisory Committee 
4 Ayes –  0 Nays – 3 Not present. 

 
Article 7. To see if the town will vote to appropriate from available funds in the treasury the sum of $18,000.00 
to fund the removal of dead standing trees along town roads, or to take any action relative thereto. 
This article would continue the removal of dead trees from along town roads.  It pays a crew, two trucks and equipment 
for six days at $2,525/day, stump grinding, and $1,920 for police details if necessary.  

Recommended by the Finance Advisory Committee 
5 Ayes –  0 Nays – 2 Not present. 

 
Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to designate the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority as our agent 
to create, administer and enforce the Martha’s Vineyard housing needs covenants. These covenants shall run with the 
land for a specified number of years or if no termination date is specified, then in perpetuity, and shall be executed by 
or on behalf of the owner of the land appropriate to: (a) limiting the use of all or part of the land to occupancy by 
persons or families of middle income in either rental or other housing, (b) restricting the resale price of all or part of 
the property in order to ensure its affordability by future middle income purchasers, or (c) in any way limiting or 
restricting the use or enjoyment of all or any portion of the land for the purpose of encouraging or ensuring the 
creation or retention of the rental and other housing for occupancy by middle income persons and families. For the 
purpose of this by-law, "middle income persons and households" shall mean persons or households earning less than 
150 per cent of Dukes county median household income as reported from time to time by the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
This article is the result of a Home Rule petition by the island towns to be allowed to enact perpetual affordable 
housing covenants. 

No Action Taken by the Finance Advisory Committee 
4 Ayes –  0 Nays – 3 Not present. 

 
Article 9.  To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of chapter 166 section 32A . 
Inspector of wires working as electrician; inspection by assistant inspector  

Section 32A. In a city, town or district which accepts this section, a licensed electrician who is appointed inspector of wires may 
practice for hire or engage in the business for which licensed under the applicable provisions of chapter one hundred and forty-
one while serving as such inspector; provided, however, that within the area over which he has jurisdiction as wiring inspector 
he shall not exercise any of his powers and duties as such inspector, including those of enforcement officer of the state 
electrical code, over wiring or electrical work done by himself, his employer, employee or one employed with him. Any such 
city, town or district may in the manner provided in the preceding section appoint an assistant inspector of wires who shall exercise 
the duties of inspector of wires, including those of enforcement officer of the state electrical code, over work so done. Said assistant 
inspector may act in absence or disability of the local inspector and for his services shall receive like compensation as the city, town 
or district shall determine.  

This section shall take effect upon its acceptance in a city, by vote of the city council, subject to the provisions of the charter of such 
city; in a town, by vote of the board of selectmen; in a municipality having a town council form of government, by a vote of the 
town council, subject to the provisions of the charter of such municipality and in a district, by vote  

No Action Taken by the Finance Advisory Committee 
3 Ayes –  0 Nays – 2 Abstentions – 2 Not present. 


