                                              BEACH DEPARTMENT

The Beach Committee continues to dedicate itself to active oversight, managing all aspects of town beaches.  The committee meets each month throughout the year and is committed to being open and accessible to the community.  The committee and superintendent have presented a budget for Fiscal Year 2011 that is lower than the previous year.  We have dedicated ourselves to a conservative and fiscally responsible budget without compromising the safety of our staff and beach patrons.

The new gate shed at Lucy Vincent is a great improvement.  We are grateful to the high school students and volunteers who built it, with a special thank you to Steve McQuiggan for his help and expertise.

The cliff at Lucy Vincent Beach continues to be a difficult situation.  Patrons are unable to pass when the tide comes up.  It is necessary to have lifeguards stationed at that spot to keep people from trying to get by when it is dangerous to do so.  Patrons have to walk up the path over the back of the cliff.  Erosion is also a concern.  

We welcomed many returning lifeguards, providing continuity and experience to our staff.

All lifeguards are required to pass a lifeguard certification every year and are required to obtain the Ocean Rescue/Waterfront Module, which the Red Cross offers.  Lifeguards must participate in regular rescue drills and exercises in conjunction with the Chilmark Fire Department, Tri-Town ambulance, Chilmark Rescue Squad, Chilmark Police Department and the Red Cross in order to maintain excellence in rescue skills.

The Committee would like to thank the entire beach department staff for their dedication and professionalism.  There were a number of emergency situations and rescues this summer and our lifeguards are to be commended. 

Martina Mastromonaco completed her fifteen-year as Beach Superintendent.  Karyn Pietruska returned as the Assistant Superintendent.
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