Tax Collector
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the Residents of Chilmark:

Taxes committed to this office by the Board of Assessors in F/Y 2008:  $6,065,172.80, representing an increase of $253,316.95 from F/Y 2007.  As of June 30, 2008, outstanding receivables for Real Estate, Personal Property, Motor Vehicle Excise and Boat Excise taxes totaled $103,510.05, which is less than the outstanding balance for Fiscal Year 2007, even with the increase in the amount of committed taxes.  For the second year in a row this represents less than one percent of the total taxes committed since January 1, 1995:  $59,374,840.65.

F/Y 2008 Real Estate taxes committed:  $5,825,756.37 -- $291,544.05 increase from f/Y 2007.  $85,678.28 (outstanding as of  6/30/08).

F/Y 2008 Personal Property taxes committed:  $53,155.19 -- $6,704.49 increase from F/Y 2007.  $869.60 (outstanding as of 6/30/08).

2008 Motor Vehicle Excise taxes committed:  $147,450.13 -- $39,855.92 decrease from F/Y 2007.  $13,762.55 (outstanding as of 6/30/08).
F/Y 2008 Boat Excise taxes committed:  $8,285.00 -- $1,654.00 increase from F/Y 2007.

$240.00 (outstanding as of 6/30/08).

Of the total amount uncollected at year-end, $103,510.05, an additional $18,192.74 in F/Y 2008 Real Estate taxes had been collected by December 31, 2008.

Resolution for the two Owner Unknown parcels filed with The Land Court on March 14, 2006, continues.  A Judgment was ordered on the property located at 94 The King’s Highway on September 21, 2007, giving title to the Town.  The Land Court mandates a one-year waiting period before the Selectmen determine how best to use this parcel.  During that time it is possible for any heir(s) to lay claim to the property and pay all back taxes, legal and Land Court fees.  Should this occur the Land Court would vacate the decree.  The title search for the property at 98 The King’s Highway has been more complicated and time-consuming; therefore, the date for final resolution is less certain.

There were no new Tax Takings mandated this year.  One tax taking was redeemed, leaving only three parcels in Tax Title, including the two assessed to Owner Unknown.

Again, as in previous years, my accounts balanced with the Accountant, Treasurer and Assistant Assessor.  
Respectfully submitted,

Polly N McDowell

Collector of Taxes 
