CEMETERY
Cemetery Commission

___________

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the

Residents of the Town of Chilmark

In 2008 a total of ten lots were sold, five full lots and five half lots.  At the present time there are fourteen full lots and three half lots available in the original section of the cemetery adjacent to South Road. Base line staking of the recently developed section to the west has been completed and an additional forty-four full lots and thirty half lots should take care of the Town’s needs for about seven years at the present rate of use.  In that part of the cemetery, all that remains to be done is some corner staking which will be completed when the warm weather returns.
At long last permission was granted to clear the scrub growth in the southeast corner of the cemetery.  That work has been completed and the area seeded.  In addition, the road closest to, and parallel with South Road has been extended to the access road.  This area should provide twenty half lots and forty full lots. Many of the latter can be divided into half lots if necessary.
It is important to recognize that despite the existence of some undeveloped land to the west, there is a finite limit to the number of lots that will be available for the Town’s use.  Providing additional land for the future should be an important part of Chilmark’s long-term planning. 
Finally, it was with great regret that the Commissioners accepted the resignation of Superintendent Basil Welch effective January 1, 2009.  As he wrote in his letter, “…for 23 ½ years I have cared for your people.  Now I’d like a little time for myself.”  Thanks Basil for everything you have done for us.  The Town owes you a great debt of gratitude.






Respectfully submitted,






John Flender, Chair





Jane Slater






Walter Wlodyka
