APRIL 27, 2009 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

HISTORIC STONE WALL RESTORATION DISCUSSION

Chilmark’s historic stone walls are an important part of the Town’s history and heritage.  The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) has proposed three phases of historic stone wall restoration using the Community Preservation Act (CPA) Historic Preservation Funds.

Article # 15 on tonight’s Warrant proposes a Phase IV restoration plan for voter consideration.  This summarizes the stone wall restoration goals and the unique attributes of all four phases of CPA funded stone wall restoration.

OVERALL GOAL:  The overall plan for preserving the Town’s historic stone walls is to restore sections of stone walls along the public ways.  It is intended to create several “corridors” of restored stone walls along the major roadways for all to enjoy.
RESTORATION SUMMARY TO DATE:
Phase I - April 2005:  $17,000 to clear brush, replace fallen stones and rebuild sections of stone walls along South Rd., State Rd. and Menemsha Crossroad.  This project was bid and supervised by Town Hall staff.  The brush growth will be cleared this spring along these walls.
Phase II – April 2006:  $12,000 to expand the Phase I restoration along additional sections.  The abutting neighbors were asked to maintain the view of the walls from the road by periodically clearing the brush growth.

Phase III – April 2008:  $20,000 Several neighbors along South Road proposed sharing the renovation cost with the Town by matching a $20,000 CPA appropriation with $20,000 of additional funds.  This restoration work has been and will continue to be contracted by the neighbors.  The CPA appropriation will pay for 50 percent of the invoice(s). 

Phase IV – Tonight – April 2009:  Up to $24,000 to restore the stone wall along South Road from Allen Farm Road running to the Fulling Mill Conservation Area.  The owner has contributed time and materials in kind to clear the landscape and prepare the terrain and wall for restoration.  The CPA funds are needed for additional labor and equipment to restore this unique wall.  
