Town Treasurer

To the Selectmen and the Citizens of Chilmark:

On June 1, 2006 the town borrowed $550,000 to repair the drive-on dock in

Menemsha.  The Department of Revenue through the State House Note program

allows towns to borrow without incurring the costs of issuing a bond. The

low bid for the five-year note was from Citizens Bank at 4.4 %.  Standard

and Poor continues to give the town a double A rating.

In the past year, three of our volunteer fireman and one EMT have taken

advantage of the opportunity to get health insurance through the town.  This

was made possible by the voters at the fall 2005 Special Town Meeting who

voted to accept the provision of state law that allow volunteer firemen and

EMTs to join the employee's municipal health insurance plan (they pay 100%).

It's a pleasure to be able to offer something in return to the volunteers

who do so much.

Last fall at Special Town Meeting in September 2006 we voted to accept

Section 18 of Statute 32B.  This provision requires that town retirees

eligible for Medicare must enroll in Medicare and join the MEDEX

supplemental policy offered by the town.  No retirees are currently affected

by the change, but it will save the town money in the future and help to

contain one significant area of our budget.

After serving as Treasurer for three and a half years, last summer I was

eligible to sit for the test to become certified as a Municipal Treasurer.

The test is given by the Massachusetts Collectors and Treasurers Association

at their annual week long school in Amherst at UMASS.  The night before the

test I went to Staples to shop for a hand calculator for the complicated

financial calculations on the test.  The next day I was surprised to find

(more like horrified) that the calculator had no zero key.  Somehow I

managed to get through the test but I was the last person to finish.  Back

at Staples the manager and I looked over the calculator more carefully and

discovered that it had two eight keys.  He gave me a new calculator.  It was

a long wait until the middle of September when I found out that I did pass

the test.

Respectfully submitted,

MELANIE D. BECKER

Certified Massachusetts Municipal Treasurer

