CONSERVATION   OFFICER

To The Honorable Selectmen and the Inhabitants of Chilmark:

I have been fairly busy this past year, between reading through

applications, checking mapping of wetlands, doing much of the wetland

flagging in Town, and in some cases either explaining why the area is

"deemed" wet or revising an edge - usually by doing more rigorous

soil-testing and detailed vegetation sampling.  Part of my time has been

spent checking the installation of siltation barriers, whether black plastic

fabric or hay-bales staked in place. These barriers are routinely required

to prevent the flow of silt, clay, and  sand from areas of disturbed earth

and spoil piles generated by excavation. The barriers (if done right) should prevent

sedimentation into wetland areas, and are to be maintained until the areas

have been stabilized by planting or at least by a good layer of mulch.

The Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) was granted some hefty

"teeth" last year. Many areas in the Town are now designated as Priority

Habitat, of which the areas we have known as Estimated Habitat (of rare

Wetland Species) are only a part. Many projects on "dry land" as well as

wetlands are now subject to review by the Natural Heritage and Endangered

Species Program. The NHESP review process is supposed to be no more than 60

days - time to be calculated into permit application planning.

Please be aware that beach access stairs on coastal bluffs must be

processed through the Conservation Commission and the State Department of

Environmental Protection, usually by filing a "Notice of Intent" form.

Advertising in the newspaper and holding  a public hearing normally takes at

least three weeks - time to calculate into the planning for stairs.

I am happy to report that the application process (long-drawn-out) for

removal of Common Reed at Doctors' Creek (Chilmark Pond) has resulted in

action which appears to be successful.  There will be some percentage of

regrowth, but that will be treated in the same way this coming Fall, and

possibly in a third year.

Respectfully submitted

from deep in the Phragmites (Reeds),

Russell R. Walton,

Conservation Officer

