
Tri-Town Ambulance Town Report 2005 
 
 Tri-Town Ambulance is staffed by a team of dedicated and well-trained volunteer 
Emergency Medical Technicians (at the Basic, Intermediate, and Paramedic Levels) and 
First Responders who are committed to helping their neighbors and visitors to the island 
alike.  This year has been an exciting and eventful year for Tri-Town Ambulance.  Many 
transitions and challenges that have presented themselves in 2005 mark continued 
advancement and progress of providing quality care to the residents of Chilmark, 
Aquinnah and West Tisbury. 
 

 The Island-Wide Paramedic Program has been up and running since January 2005 
and has provided the island with 24 hour paramedic coverage.  All three Tri-Town 
ambulances are equipped with the appropriate equipment and medications for any 
emergency.  The transitional period has proven to be a successful one with the 
majority of the island’s paramedics actively participating in duty shifts for the 
island communities.  Tri-Town Ambulance is proud to have Deb and Chris Cini, 
in our response area providing medic care to our community.  Nick Thorne, who 
has completed his EMT-Intermediate training in 2004, has gone on to obtain his 
Paramedic certificate this past December.  He is now up and running as a full-
fledged Paramedic, volunteering his skills and knowledge to Aquinnah and the 
rest of Tri-Town.  We are immensely proud of his accomplishments and service.  
Congratulations to Nick!  As part of the Island-Wide Paramedic Program already 
in place, Tri-Town Ambulance is represented in the current, first-ever, island-
based Paramedic Class.  Sloan Hart is participating in the year and a half long 
course in order to further provide the Tri-Town community, and the island as a 
whole, with exceptional emergency medical care.  Good luck to her! 
 With the addition of the third ambulance stationed in Aquinnah, Tri-Town 

Ambulance has continued with the seasonal Summer Duty Shifts and Night Time 
Duty Coverage in order to meet the increased demands of the summer call 
volume.  This past summer, with the implementation of the Island-Wide 
Paramedic Program in place, Tri-Town Ambulance was able to station paramedic 
coverage on at least one ambulance, for daily coverage.  The programs have been 
successful in providing faster response times and immediate access to advanced 
medical care. 
 During 2005, Tri-Town Ambulance responded to 365 calls for the ambulance.  

There were 211 runs in West Tisbury, 106 runs in Chilmark, and 48 calls in 
Aquinnah.  This call volume is down slightly from the 382 runs of 2004.  These 
calls were classified as follows:  3 Priority One (highest priority), 115 Priority 
Two, 154 Priority Three (lowest priority).  There were 87 calls that did not 
involve transport, whether it was for patient refusal, cancellation, or fire 
department backup and airport standbys.  Tri-Town Ambulance also responded to 
6 non-emergency patient transports.  With the advent of the Paramedic Program, 
it is interesting to note the 10% increase in the higher priority calls (level 2 and 
higher) from last year.  Whether or not this change reflects an attitude shift in 
relying on the advanced care now available or just an increase in more urgent 



medical emergencies is uncertain, but will certainly be worthy of tracking any 
continued trends.   
 Dwight Kaeka has retired from his duties as Mechanical Coordinator for the 

service.  Many thanks for all his years of dedicated service and his presence will 
be sorely missed!  Martha Thorne has taken a leave of absence from the service.  
We hope to see her back soon.  Debbie Vincent-Coutinho, Chad Absten, Matt 
Bradley and Chris MacDonald have all moved off-island.  Debbie, Chad and 
Chris have found new homes on far horizons, while Matt is on active duty with 
the military.  We wish them all well and good luck and look forward to their 
return!   
 We celebrated the addition of Joe Capece into our ranks as a new EMT-Basic who 

successfully completed the course this past year and is active as both an EMT for 
Tri-Town Ambulance and a firefighter for West Tisbury.  Welcome Joe!  
Congratulations and many thanks to all our squad members for their continued 
dedication towards providing the best patient care to our area.   Simon Bollin has 
been inducted as our new Assistant Coordinator (Mechanical).  We welcome his 
expertise in maintaining the three ambulances.   
 In February 2005, Assistant Coordinator (Clerical) Sloan Hart was named 

Martha’s Vineyard Association of Emergency Medical Technicians EMT of the 
Year, for 2004.  Sloan has the honor of sharing the appointment with Edgartown 
EMT, Kathy Perry.  Sloan has devoted numerous hours to emergency medical 
care on the island working in Oak Bluffs as well as Tri-Town, and as Secretary 
and then Vice President for MVAEMT.  Congratulations Sloan!  Betsy 
MacDonald received Tri-Town Ambulance EMT of the Year for 2005.  Betsy’s 
continued energy level in responding to emergencies is unparalleled, and her 
constant smile and joviality is welcomed by all of Tri-Town Ambulance.   
Congratulations Betsy!  Tri-Town Ambulance recognizes all the excellence our 
EMTs contribute to their service in our area.   

 
The Tri-Town Ambulance Committee would like thank the following organizations for 
their continued support.  These groups, businesses and departments all play a vital role in 
the achievement of Tri-Town Ambulance’s goal of providing quality patient care to 
everyone in the Tri-Town area: 
 
 West Tisbury, Chilmark and Aquinnah Fire Departments 
 West Tisbury, Chilmark and Aquinnah Police Departments 
 Dukes County Communications Center Dispatchers 
 Mid-Island Repair 
 Bardwell Electronics 
 R.M. Packer & Co. 
 Dukes County Sheriff’s Department 
 Martha’s Vineyard Hospital – Emergency Department Personnel 
 
 
 
 



The Committee would like to recognize the volunteers serving as EMTs in the Tri-Town 
area.  These EMTs make themselves available around the clock, to ensure the provision 
of the best emergency medical care to their neighbors: 
 
Chilmark   West Tisbury    Aquinnah    
Mary Boyd  Robyn & Simon Bollin   Gary Coates      
Liz Fenty  Fran Bradley    Paul Manning 
Jeff Day   Joe Capece      Cheryl Selitti 
Eammon Solway  Deb & Chris Cini    Martha & Nick Thorne  
Brett Stearns  Debbie Farber    Out of Town Responders  
   Jen & Bruce Haynes    Megan Adams 
   Dwight Kaeka    Randhi Belain 
   Betsy MacDonald   Andy Bluestein  
   Skipper Manter     Rick Brew 
   Martina Mastromonaco   Bill Cini  
   Herb Moody    Jennifer Gardner 
   Judy Sibert    Sloan Hart 
        Marina Lent 
        John Rose 
        John Shannon 
        Zeke Wilkins   
Respectfully submitted, 
Tri-Town Ambulance Committee: 
Chief Tim Rich   Walter Delaney, Fire Chief 
Chief Beth Toomey  Mary Boyd 
Chief Randhi Belain  John Early, Selectman 
 
Coordinator  Assistant Coordinator (Clerical) Assistant Coordinator (Mechanical) 
Martina Mastromonaco     Sloan Hart   Simon Bollin 
 
ALS QA/QI Coordinator 
John Shannon 
 
 
 
     


