To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and Residents of the Town of Chilmark:





The Planning Board welcomes Janet Weidner as a new member of the Planning Board. Ms. Weidner was elected to fill the late Annabel Dietz's position and brings much enthusiasm to the Board. 





The Planning Board was busy this year with five Approval Not Required applications. All were approved. Several were to create additional parcels and one created a Youth Lot. One Form C subdivision requiring notification of abutters was also submitted and approved after public hearings. 





The Board also held public hearing to amend the Building Cap Bylaw 7.1 The intent was to extend the Building Cap by another three years. The purpose in extending the Building Cap was to encourage the most appropriate use of the land, preventing traffic congestion and promoting traffic safety. Also to allow adequate time to analyze the existing and future location and rate of residential growth so as to enable comprehensive fiscal, governmental and land use planning and to propose bylaw changes designed to accommodate the rate of growth through preparation of a comprehensive plan. The Planning Board also amended the Building Cap 7.1 "tear-down" renovation section of the bylaw. 





The Board is also pleased to announce the Homesite Housing Program has its first recipient of an affordable Homesite housing lot.  This is a significant milestone for Chilmark. The Planning Board worked hard to have this lot created as a part of a larger Form C Subdivision. This makes use of the Homesite Housing Zoning Bylaw Section 6.9. A landowner may carve away one acre from a larger parcel and select an eligible purchaser or request that the Board of Selectmen hold a lottery for a recipient.  The deed for this land and its dwelling must contain a deed rider for perpetual affordability.  





The Board oversees two subcommittees: the Trails and Byways Committee and the Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee. A consistent letter writing campaign to obtain easements on new subdivisions is always underway with the Trails and Byways Committee, chaired by Jim Feiner. The Board, with members of Sheriff's Meadow Foundation was able to cut an easement to further connect the trails in Chilmark. The Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee is chaired by Wendy Weldon and is compiling data from a water study that was held last year. This Committee serves as an advisor to the Planning Board for any subdivision that occur in that district. 








Everyone is welcome to attend the Planning Board's meetings, which are held on the second and fourth Monday of the month at 4:30p.m. in the Selectmen's Meeting Room. When a date falls on a holiday, the Board will meet the next day. 





								Respectfully submitted,








								WILLIAM MEEGAN, Chair


								JOHN FLENDER


								EDWARD KENYON


								RICHARD OSNOSS


								MITCHELL POSIN


								RUSSELL WALTON


								JANET WEIDNER


 





 





 





 





 





 











