COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the Residents of Chilmark:

The past year was a somber one for the Community Preservation Committee as we lost one of our loyal members and the person who was the driving force behind the Plan for Middle Line Road Affordable Housing.  Molly Flender was an inspiration for all of us.  Her sense of humor and dedication is greatly missed.

During 2005 the Committee held nine meetings to consider, develop plans and execute projects in the areas of Affordable Housing, Historic Preservation and Open Space Preservation.  We were pleased to receive $135,120 from the Commonwealth in matching funds for fiscal year 2005.  Thus far the state has matched 100 percent of all collected CPA tax revenues.  We hope to receive an additional 100 percent matching payment for FY 2006.  The Committee also welcomed two new members --  Bill Randol and Jane Slater representing the Housing Committee and Historical Commission respectively.  We sadly accepted Phil Smith’s resignation in November.  Phil has been on the CPC since its inception and was instrumental in setting up the necessary procedures.  He and Mary Jo will be taking an adventure and journey to the Kenai Peninsula in Alaska.

This year we made great strides and successfully executed several Community Preservation projects – with voter approval.   The following briefly describes the activities:

1. The Police Department moved into the Menemsha School in 2005.  Part of the building’s renovation included burying the utility lines for the Menemsha School and moving the electric meters out of view from the road to the back of the building.  These utility improvements were funded with Community Preservation Act funds through a Historic Preservation appropriation.   

2. A Town Warrant Article was approved by voters at the April 2005 Annual Town Meeting to expand and fund the current Rental Assistance Subsidy program through fiscal year 2006.

3. The Committee also executed with the support and cooperation of several property owners an Open Space Preservation project that opened up three specific public scenic vistas of the Town’s coastal areas and ponds.  

4. Once again with voter approval and the help of several property owners, we helped preserve the historic character of the Town by restoring four sections of historic stone walls along the roads leading to Beetlebung Corner.  We hope to expand this work even more in the coming year.

5.   A  $212,000 CPA appropriation was voted and approved to fund engineering, legal and architectural work for the Middle Line Road Affordable Housing Plan.  We anticipate asking voters to approve additional appropriations for this worthy program in the near future.







Respectfully submitted,
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